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Sea-bottom Geology of Eastern Area of Mutsurejima Island,
Yamaguchi Prefecture

Hideyuki Matsuishi Masa-aki Tsunekawa
Akira Harada

Abstract

The sea-bottom geology of the area east of Mutsurejima Island was investigated by Sonoprobe
method. The basement rock in this area consists of sandstone and mudstone of the Ashiya Group of
the Tertiary Period. The topography of the basement rock slopes sharply from the shoreline to —37 m
at 150 m offshore, beyond which it is flat with no prominent eroded valley. The alluvium sediment on
the basement rock is divided into the three layers of (1) sand-gravel, (2) silt-clay, and (3) fine sand-
silty sand from the lower to upper part of the bottom. The sea-bottom topography shows a steep slope
in the offshore direction which changes into a flat plane at a depth of —27 m from approximately
200 m from the shoreline.
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