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Abstract

The shirasu is noteworthy among unusual soils distributed in Japan and consists of
volcanic pumice deposits and their secondary deposits. Most of the shirasu is distributed
in Southern Kyushu covering an area of about 4,700 km?, but there is a fair amount of
distribution around Lake Towada in Northeastern Japan also. The shirasu in this part of
Japan resulted from eruptions of Mt. Hakkoda and was surmised to have different proper-
ties from the shirasu in Southern Kyushu.

The test samples of shirasu reported here were collected from the Hiraoka district of
Aomori City, the material being called Aomori Shirasu in this region. As a result of the
investigation it was found that this shirasu has very unusual soil properties and workability,
and it was clarified that the characteristics were completely different from those of Southern
Kyushu shirasu.
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